Another window is opened in the play to show the phenomenon
of the political influence of money.

The complicating force in the play, that which diverts the course
of Blanche's true love for Dr. Trench, is his ignorance of the
economic facts. The resolving force is the cool, informed and
intelligent manner in which Sartorius tides over the crisis created
by Trench's ignorance. The characterization in the play is mecha-
nical. In spite of it, the part of the rent collector, Lickchcesc,
and his comic transformation into a respectable gentleman at
the end of the play, was a great success on the stage. It is an
easy part for an actor to succeed in. The harping on duty, of
Cokane, Lickcheese and Sartorius is a crude presentation of the
hypocrite. The advances made to Trench by the over-sexed
Blanche, and her feminine wiles and shrewishness arc ineffective
on the stage.
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